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CONFIDENTIAL PRETORIA 4243 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, SHUM, SF 

SUBJECT: APPEAL REJECTED FOR "GOCH STREET TERRORIST” 

REF: PRETORIA 1643 

1 . ACCORDING TO JULY 25 PRESS REPORTS, THE APPELLATE 
DIVISION OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN SUPREME COURT IN BLOEMFONTEIN 
HAS REFUSED LEAVE TO APPEAL IN THE CASE OF SOLOMON MAHLANGU, 

22, SENTENCED TO DEATH FOR HIS PARTICIPATION IN THE SHOOTING 

OF TWO WHITES IN JOHANNESBURG IN JUNE 1977. (NOTE: MAHLANGU 
DID NOT SHOOT OR ATTEMPT TO SHOOT EITHER OF THE WHITES 
WHO DIED IN THE "GOCH STREET INCIDENT;" HIS COMPANIONS 
DID THE SHOOTING.) 

2. MAHLANGU'S ATTORNEY, ISMAEL AYOB, RECENTLY INFORMED 
EMBOFF THAT IN THE EVENT THAT THE APPELLATE DIVISION SHOULD 
REFUSE THE APPEAL, AYOB WILL CIRCULATE A MASS PETITION 
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IN THE BLACK TOWNSHIPS TO TRY AND SAVE MAHLANGU'S LIFE. 

3. IN RELATED DEVELOPMENT, PRESS REPORTED CREATION OF 
LONDON-BASED INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO SAVE MAHLANGU 
CALLED "SOUTHERN AFRICA: THE IMPRISONED SOCIETY” ALLEGEDLY 
SUPPORTED BY THE UN SPECIAL COMMITTEE AGAINST APARTHEID 
CHAIRMAN, LESLIE HARRIMAN OF NIGERIA. JULY 20 JOHANNESBURG 
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STAR EDITORIAL CALLED EFFORT BY "BRITISH RADICALS" MISGUIDED 
IN THAT MAHLANGU WAS INVOLVED IN "COLD-BLOODED, PREMEDITATED 
KILLING. TO MAKE A POLITICAL ISSUE OF IT IS PURE CANT." 

4. COMMENT: IN LIGHT OF PERSISTENT POLICE ACTION AGAINST 
ANY INDIVIDUAL OR ORGANIZATION ADVOCATING OR APPEARING TO 
PARTICIPATE IN A BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS IDEA, IT WILL BE 
SURPRISING IF AYOB'S PETITION EFFORT GETS OFF THE GROUND. 

EDMONDSON 
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